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As Ohioans are navigating a rapidly changing pandemic 
environment, the critical need for healthcare has emerged as a 
top concern for families. At the height of the public health 
crisis, over 1 million Ohioans lost their jobs and along with that, 
their healthcare. Medicaid has emerged as the public health 
lifeline for hundreds of thousands of Ohioans during this 
pandemic.

Children’s Defense Fund-Ohio recommends the 
following steps to protect and enhance the health of 
all Ohio families:

1. Extend Medicaid Coverage for All New Mothers. 
An extension from 60 days to 12 months would 
assist women in receiving the critical care they need 
during the postpartum period. There are currently 
two possible ways for states to implement this 
expansion: through the use of state-only funds or a 
section 1115 waiver. 

2. Implement Statewide Education Effort on the 
Importance of Maintaining Up-to-Date 
Immunizations.  Ohio’s Medicaid Managed Care 
Organizations are responsible for the health of the 
families they cover. MCOs should be reaching out to 
every family in their care and ensuring children are 
attending well-child visits and receiving the 
developmental screenings and immunizations they 
need to live safe and healthy lives.

3. Continue Ohio’s Commitment to Evidence Based 
Home Visiting Programs. One proven method of 
improving health outcomes for mothers and babies is 
evidence-based home visiting programs (EBHV). 
Home visiting is a prevention strategy used to 
support pregnant moms and new parents to promote 
maternal, infant, and child health. Though funding 
has increased, the state is falling short in serving 
communities of color to combat infant and maternal 
mortality.  

1. What is your plan to make sure all new moms have the critical coverage and access to care they 
need for the full year after birth in order to support their health and that of their newborns?

2. Children are the future of Ohio, but in 2020 496,000 Ohio children live in poverty.  What is your plan 
for the helping these children and their families access the quality affordable healthcare that will 
allow them to grow up to be healthy, successful, productive Ohioans?

FAST FACTS
The United States is the only industrialized 
nation with a maternal mortality rate that is 
rising - increasing 26% between 2000 and 
2014. Half the deaths of women who were 
pregnant or who died within one year of 
pregnancy were preventable. 

Ohio has one of the highest instances of infant 
mortality in the country, with Black babies dying 
3.5 times the rate of White babies. 

Since the start of the pandemic, well-child 
visits, which are critical for early intervention 
and immunizations, are down between 30-50%. 

Federal Medicaid law requires 60 days of 
coverage for new mothers after they have given 
birth. Though Ohio is able to go beyond this 
bare minimum, the state has not taken steps to 
do this.

Evidence-based home visiting programs 
support low-income pregnant women and their 
young children. Gov. DeWine and the 
Legislature doubled funding for this approach in 
the last budget and in Ohio, 140,000 women 
and young children are eligible to participate.


